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Panoramic Display of Liu Xiang’s Literature Compilation Activities

—On Li Jingwen’s Research on Liu Xiang’s Literature Com pilation
Wang Jiaqi

Abstract: On the basis of the previous studies, the study of Liu Xiang's Literature Com pilation ex-
amines the royal literature compilation activities carried out by Liu Xiang during the Period of Emperor
Cheng in the Western Han Dynasty and comprehensively discusses the whole process of his literature com-
pilation activities. Starting from Liu Xiang’s literature compilation activities, compilation thoughts, aca-
demic contributions and cultural inheritance, the book puts forward the mode of “proofreading and editing”
that he adopted when sorting out official books. Looking back on the history, taking the political history
and academic history of the Western Han Dynasty as the background, the paper re-examines Liu Xiang's
Confucian thought and his willing of helping the world in his literature compilation work. It also systemati-
cally summarizes Liu Xiang’s contribution to the opening of the era of decided edition and the construction
of ancient literature discipline, and highlights Liu Xiang's historical position in the history of Chinese
ancient book system and academic history.

Keywords: Liu Xiang; Compile; Collate; The Era of Decided Edition
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